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First Congregational Church of Leverett 

Annual Meeting Agenda 

Leverett Town Hall 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 -- 11 a.m. 

 

1. Call to Order – Ralph Tiner, Moderator 

2. Roll Call of Members – Judy Ricker, Clerk 

3. Prayer – Lee Barstow, Pastor 

4. Action Items 

• Written Reports – Ralph Tiner, Moderator 

▪ Budget, 2020 – Ralph Tiner, Finance Committee 

5. Report of the Nominating Committee and Election 

Ralph Tiner, Moderator & Chair of Nominating Committee 

6. Other Business, Ralph Tiner, Moderator 

7. Discussion 

• Special Events Committee report - Tom Hankinson, 

Tracey Field 

• Using marketing tools for our church – Claudia Gere 

8. Benediction – Lee Barstow, Pastor 

9. Adjournment – Ralph Tiner, Moderator 



4 
First Congregational Church of Leverett, Massachusetts 

2019 Annual Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, February 24, 2019 

Leverett Town Hall 
 

Moderator Ralph Tiner called the Annual Meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. with a quorum 
(15 members) present. (Quorum is 15.) Pastor Lee Barstow offered a prayer. Moderator 
Tiner noted that the Annual Report was dedicated to the memory of Dick Hankinson 
whose service to the church was varied and lengthy, and who died in December 2018. 

1. Action items 
A. Written Reports  The written reports, as printed in the 2017 Annual Report, were 
VOTED approval, with these amendments: 

1) Church council report – Under Property Maintenance, certain furnace 
problems occurred in 2019, and that date should be amended to January 13, 3019. 
Also, Rattlesnake Gutter Trust was approved to use the lakefront lot in June 2018, but 
their plans changed and they did not use the lot then. 

2) Treasurer’s Report – Under Revenue, the “Needed from reserves to 
balance the budget” amount should be $53,131.53, and the “FY18 Actual Expenses” 
should be $85,055.00. Under Expenses, for the Treasurer’s Expenses line, “Change” 
should be $468.00 (Actual over Budget). All other amounts are correct. 
B. 2019 Budget  The Finance Committee Report, Investment Subcommittee Report 
and proposed 2019 Budget were presented by Ralph Tiner of the Finance and 
Investment Committees. Expected Revenue shows Pledges increasing by $3,000. 
Expenses are mostly the same as 2018, and include increases in personnel 
compensation reflecting the 2.8% National Social Security COLA. Expenses are 
projected at $85,220; Income at $30.925, with an additional $54,295 needed (64%) to 
come from investments. The 2019 Budget was VOTED approval. 

Ralph Tiner said further that the church’s investment results have varied with 2018 
stock market shifts. Though investment values were down at the close of 2018, they are 
now somewhat up by approximately $105,000. The goal has been to keep a cash 
reserve to cover at least two years’ operating expenses. 

C. Nominating Committee  The following people were VOTED to fill open seats for 
offices, boards and committees. 

Moderator (1yr) Ralph Tiner 
Clerk (1yr)  Judy Ricker 
Treasurer (1yr) Barbara Tiner 
Assist. Treasurer (1yr) Judy Ricker 
Auditor (1yr)  Tracey Field 
Church Council (4yrs to 2023) John Kealy, Sally Kealy 
Finance Committee (3yrs to 2022) Chuck Roys 
Flower Committee (3yrs to 2022) Elsje Sturtevant 
Missions Committee (3yrs to 2022) Rich Connelly will reup 
Social Activities Committee (3yrs to 2022) Barbara Tiner will reup; Gladys Siqueira 
likely willing to continue on the committee. Barbara noted the overwhelming willingness 
of others to help when called upon. 
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Scribe (appointment) Barbara Tiner will continue, but will set the book up 
differently by computer and printer for the new pages, now that she has figured it out. 

Ralph Tiner thanked those newly elected to serve, especially since virtually all had 
volunteered, as well as those concluding terms. Everyone thanked Ralph for his service. 

D. Other Business   Jim Perkins described a talk he had attended during the past 
week in Leverett, presented by local physician-activist Ira Helfand, whose principal 
interest lies in preventing nuclear war. One activity is “Back from the Brink,” an initiative 
of Physicians for Social Responsibility. Jim asked that the Leverett Congregational 
Church endorse a resolution put forward by “Back from the Brink.” The five-point 
resolution calls for renouncing the use of nuclear options first; ending the sole, 
unchecked authority of any president to launch a nuclear attack; taking U.S. nuclear 
weapons off hair-trigger alert; cancelling the plan to replace its entire arsenal with 
enhanced weapons; and actively pursuing a verifiable agreement among nuclear-armed 
states to eliminate their nuclear arsenals Jim said that the United Church of Christ’s 
Peace and Justice Ministries had endorsed it as had other churches. Tom Hankinson 
said that the Town of Leverett endorsed it during its 2018 Town Meeting. Others 
supported the endorsement. In discussion a couple people pointed out that there had 
been no prior information about this item. The motion for the Leverett 
Congregational Church to endorse the “Back from the Brink” resolution 
regarding nuclear weapons passed. Church Council will implement the action in due 
course.  

2. Discussions   

Proposed Special Events Committee. Tracey Field proposed that the church sponsor 
community-oriented events, such as a movie night or activities on the King Lot/Emerson 
Garden. Tom Hankinson, who also serves as the president of Friends of Leverett Pond, 
said that the church as a lakefront owner could co-participate in FLP events, such as a 
pond regatta, first attempted last year. He also pointed out the church’s interest in a 
Community Preservation Act article to be taken up at the April 27, 2019, Town Meeting 
which would approve CPA funds toward repair of the Leverett Pond dam. There was 
general support for creating a Special Events Committee that Tracey Field and Tom 
Hankinson would coordinate. Mary Hankinson and Lee Barstow volunteered to serve on 
the new committee. 

Other  -- There were no other discussion items  

3. Adjournment   Moderator Ralph Tiner adjourned the meeting at 11:35 a.m. 

Lee Barstow closed with a benediction. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judith H. Ricker, Clerk 
 

The meeting was held despite icy rain at the beginning of the morning. The meeting was 
followed by a highly acclaimed first-ever potluck lunch. 



6                                                             Pastor Report 2019 

 

As I reviewed our worship services during 2019 and thought about our other congregational 

activities, I tried to think of a principle or a strength of ours that might best describe the year. The word 

that came up for me is “willingness.” 

It gives a great sense of solidarity and fulfillment that in the midst of this cynical age, we are 

willing as a congregation to cultivate trust… in God… in each other… in the power of loving kindness. 

We are willing to try different approaches in worship to help in this. We are willing to put experience 

before belief… to “begin where we are, to step out in faith, to expect God to help.” (A Course in Miracles)  

I am becoming increasingly—and gladly—aware that this is no small contribution to the world, as 

I described in my January 19 sermon. I quoted Father Kevin Codd from his wonderful book describing 

his pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago from Brussels to western Spain. One day in France, when he 

didn’t know which way to go, an old man left his porch to walk with him and show him the way. Codd 

writes of this loving kindness: “Gestures like this old grandpa’s toward an anonymous pilgrim are so 

insignificant on the grand scale of human history and the great struggle between good and evil that their 

value to the continued salvation of the race risks being seriously underestimated; in the end, and this is so 

important to learn, they are where the struggle between good and evil is won or lost. They are what keep 

human beings worthy of continued hope.”  

And so it is that our congregation’s willingness to grow our loving kindness—within ourselves 

and with our neighbors—helps to transform the world. 

In March, we held a Healing Service, in which John and Sally Kealy joined me in offering 

spiritual healing through touch and prayer. The response was modest, but the more important measure is 

the willingness shown in trying such a new approach and also the inner work it motivated. 

On the Sunday before July 4, we took sermon time to engage in reflections on patriotism. It was a 

conversation that opened hearts and minds to the need for the spiritual unity which is the meaning and the 

goal of “patriotism,” and it evoked our willingness to reach beyond political differences into the love we 

share. 

On All Saints Day, Erik Muten’s shared his deeply moving reflection about his mother’s 

physician-assisted death, “My Mother’s Beautiful Death.” Again, our willingness opened our hearts in 

the context of a challenging concept. 

At the core of our willingness is a letting go into the love and the light of God… letting go of 

whatever rigid beliefs or other obstacles make us feel safe… trusting that by letting go, we will ease the 

flow of love and light – the life – that is our source and substance. 

Our willingness to test these waters… even to put one toe into them… makes all the difference. It 

is the very definition of walking together in covenant into the heart of God, which is our very purpose as 

a congregation.  

Add this to the myriad ways in which we show loving kindness outside worship… in our mission 

work, so lovingly led by Claudia Gere and Rich Connelly… in our pastoral care for each other when 

hardship strikes… in our simple and wholehearted embrace of each other when we come together… all 

included, we are doing our part “where the struggle between good and evil is won or lost.” Our 

congregational life is a living example of “what keeps human beings worthy of continued hope.” I am so 

very grateful to be a part of this journey with you. Thank you. 

+    +    + 

We suffered the loss of Deb Brazeau on February 20, that beautiful and generous soul. Deb’s 

legendary service was formative in the lives of so many children of the church who were her Sunday  
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School students. Along with her husband Rich, Deb gave from her heart in so many ways over the years, 

and she is missed. Rich designed a beautiful celebration of Deb’s life which was held on March 16. 

On May 18, we celebrated the life of Don Gibavic, who with his wife Nancy was a close friend of 

many in the congregation, and who shared so much of himself with others, as we heard during his service. 

On Maundy Thursday on April 18, we simplified the service by having readers speak from their 

seats rather than from a table in the front of the church. Readers were Tom Hankinson, Kim Mohlar, 

Steve Woodard, Nancy Paulin, and John Kealy. Sally Kealy served with Lee in offering communion by 

intinction. 

In our Easter Sunrise Service on April 21, Will Barstow read scripture, Alice Scheffey read the 

poem “The Fountain” by Denise Levertov, and Amelia Perkins read the poem “This Is My Father’s 

World” by Maltbie D. Babcock. 

As has been our custom, in July we invited members of the First Church of Sunderland to join us 

while they were closed, as they invited us during our closing in August.  

During our Lakeside Service July 28, Russell Lane of the Sunderland congregation read the poem 

“Bereft” by Robert Frost, Kim Mohlar read the poem “The Pond” by Mary Oliver, and Erik Muten read  

Hermann Hesse‘s poem “Trees.” 

During the Advent candle-lighting liturgy on the four Sundays in Advent, we were led in worship 

by Betty Wilson & Rich Connelly, Sarah & Chuck Roys, Claudia Gere & Tom Hankinson, and Barbara & 

Ralph Tiner. 

During our Candlelight Service on December 23, we were a gathering of more than 109 souls. We 

were grateful for the Jeff Field family leading us once again in lighting the Christ Candle, especially 

because Jeff was able to join us. Our lessons were read by Tom Hankinson, Kim Mohlar, Erik Muten & 

Amanda Perkins (reading powerfully together), and Steve Woodard. 

On the fifth Sundays of September 30 and December 29, we filled sermon time with additional 

hymns chosen by the choir. 

On January 13, I was away, and the service was led by Rev. Kay Loudon. On June 9, Rev. Liza 

Neal provided pulpit supply in my absence. 

On Sundays when I shared the inspiration of others, I turned to the wisdom of other preachers and 

writers, including: Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor: “Entering the Dark Cloud of God” 2-10-2019, “Good 

New for Orphans” June 22, “The Lost and Found Department” September 15, and “The Tenth Leper” 

October 13; Rev. Brian Doyle: “Pong-Ping” and “A Sin” March 24; Very Rev. James G. Munroe: “Nail 

Holes and New Life” April 28; Rev. Fred Wilson: “Mothers’ Day” March 24; Rev. Anthony T. Livolsi: 

"Trinity of Love" May 26; Rev. Sarah Buteux: “Innocence & Experience” July 14 and “A Strange 

Deliverance” September 29; Brian Maclaren: “Spirit of Life” November 10; Rev. Ian Holland: “Happy 

Thanksgiving” November 24; Matt Fitzgerald: “God Among the Imperfect”  and Stephanie Paulsell:  

“Kept Awake by Love,” December 22. 

Snow canceled our worship services on January 20 and March 10. 

Submitted with deep gratitude and humility in daring to try and serve our souls, I offer prayers for peace 

and blessings,  
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Church Council Annual Report - 2019 

The Council begins by thanking Pastor Lee Barstow and Music Director Michele Smith, without 

whom our thoughtful and comfortable services each week would not be.  From crowds of over 100 

to intimate groups of less than 20, Lee and Michele provide spiritual leadership and a musical 

backdrop without which we would not be Leverett Congregational Church. We thank you both for 

all your hard work, compassion and good humor. 

This has been another very positive and enlightening year for the Leverett Congregational Church.  

We learned that the Community Network for Children values our presence as a community center 

by requesting to operate their children’s “Clothing Closet” out of the Dixon House.  Request 

enthusiastically granted - Gillian Budine, CNC Program Coordinator for Union 28, has open hours 

on Thursdays and holds a clothing event one Saturday every quarter.   

We also learned that one member of the community and longtime friend of the church, John Van 

Steenberg, showed his appreciation in the form of a generous willed donation of over $91,000 to 

maintain our picturesque building.  The Leverett Library and Leverett Conservation Commission 

received like amounts. 

Major celebrations this year were met with unprecedented good weather, beginning with a storm 

giving way to a rainbow over the church just in time for Sunrise Service at the Emerson Garden on 

Easter Day. Following service, the crowd of worshipers moved to the Town Hall for the traditional 

pancake breakfast prepared by the men of the church. Breakfast was followed by our regular service 

as the clouds continued to roll away. Our Lakeside Service was met with fine weather, also, and 

Leverett Pond provided a beautiful backdrop for Lee’s sermon and songs from members of the 

choir. Charlie Paulin performed chef duties to perfection, sending us off to our month of vacation 

with full stomachs and a strong sense of community. Many hands contributed to preparation for 

Christmas including seasonal decorating by Tracey Field, Mary Hankinson, Sarah Roys and others. 

And a lit Christmas tree appeared on the front lawn! The Candlelight Service was on a beautiful 

evening and was heartwarming and joyful as a full church sang, and listened, and sang some more. 

Even the town got to share our joy as children and children-at-heart rang the church bell during Joy 

to The World. 

At our last annual meeting a Special Events Committee was formed to encourage community 

engagement. Also discussed elsewhere in this report, Tracey Field, Chair, Mary Hankinson, Lee 

Barstow and Tom Hankinson organized an Ice Cream Social and Movie Night, a Potluck and 

Games Night, and provided drinks and healthy treats during CNC weekend clothing events.  

Considerable effort has gone into buildings and grounds maintenance this year. But one would find 

it difficult to think it hard work by watching and listening to our work parties, robust and lively as 

ever. Spring cleanup included an exhaustive removal of gravel from the side lawns by Steve 

Woodard, returning sharp edges to drives and parking lots. Ralph Tiner, Nancy Paulin and others 

removed two pines and other vegetation from in front of the church to reveal the walkway and a 

stunning view of the church when approaching from Shutesbury Road.  Rich Connelly and Barbara 

Tiner cleaned all the windows and did other repair work inside the church while Charlie Paulin 

filled a sinking hole in the front lawn with fresh soil. Exclusion of bats from the attic by plugging  
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cracks and holes last year has proven extremely effective and required minimal attention by 

contractors this year. 

Two other beautification projects were undertaken this year. Under the direction of Mary 

Hankinson, several members of the church tended to the Emerson Garden, raking out beds, digging 

up and splitting bulbs and cutting back dead vegetation. The garden was beautiful this year as were 

likely many other home gardens in Leverett with the bulbs that were taken from the Emerson 

Garden that day. The other project was sign renovation and landscaping.  Complementing the 

beautiful landscaping renovation around the sign performed by Jeff Field, et. al. we had the sign 

removed, restored and repainted by Stewart Olson, the original artist. The sign and its new 

landscaping add considerably to the front of the church. 

Steve Woodard continues his renovation of the exterior of the Dixon House, replacing windows and 

clapboards and generally giving the building a sharp, clean look. His genius to add green shutters to 

the front of the building plus green paint to the front door creates nice visual cohesion between the 

Dixon House and the church. 

More is written elsewhere in this report, but it is appropriate to highlight here the very long list of 

opportunities our Missions Committee, (Claudia Gere, Rich Connelly and Mary Hankinson) has 

worked tirelessly to present to our giving congregation. They are to be commended and thanked for 

all their hard work. Our Missions Committee was extremely active all year long beginning with the 

previously mentioned collaboration with Community Network for Children.  Also, providing 

diapers and related goods to the Greenfield Family Inn Shelter, raising support for One Great Hour 

of Sharing, supporting Betty Wilson and Frankie Hankinson in the Meals On Wheels Walkathon, 

arranging meals for Lucio Perez, supporting Kim Mohlar in the Church World Service CROP 

Hunger Walk, arranging for donations of turkeys for families in need at Thanksgiving through 

Community network for Children, raising support for Neighbors In Need, participating in Adopt A 

Family of Franklin County and also raising support for the UCC Veterans Fund for retired church 

workers. Thank you, Missions Committee. 

In November, Church Council was exclusive audience to an exceptional talk given by Cynthia 

Barstow, marketing faculty member in the Isenberg School of Management at UMass, concerning 

attitudes on faith, spirituality and religion in the United States and in Leverett.  There were many 

takeaways from this presentation but one that stands out is this:  In a town where 65% of its’ 

residents consider themselves religiously unaffiliated, close to 50% of town residents consider 

themselves both spiritual and religious.  This seems to add up to a considerable percentage of 

residents whose religious and spiritual needs possibly are not being met. 

Green River Zen Group has decided to move from the Dixon House to another location in South 

Deerfield. We are sorry to see them go and wish them the very best. 

Finally, the church said goodbye to a dear friend, Deb Brazeau, with a memorial service on March 

16. We also held a memorial service for Don Gibavic, eldest son of George and Annette Gibavic. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Hankinson, Chair, Church Council 

& Fred Bashour, Rich Connelly, Tracey Field, John Kealy, Sally Kealy, Steve Woodard 
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Clerk’s Report -- 2019 

$91,124 bequest – The Church was gratified to receive a $91,124 bequest from the estate of 
Leverett resident, John Van Steenberg, a retired UMass history professor. Use of the church’s 
gift is restricted for church building maintenance.  (Two other Leverett recipients are the 
Leverett Library and the Leverett Conservation Commission of 3-1/3%, or likewise $91,124 
each), for a total of 10% to Leverett institutions. 

Investments – At December 31, 2019 the Church held $1,111,769 in investments, much in three 
Vanguard Funds, with some in United Church Funds. 

Special Services  -- Tenebrae service Thursday, April 18 ,  Easter Sunrise Service & breakfast, 
Sunday, April 21, Lakeside service & potluck picnic, Sunday, July 28, 2019;  Candlelight service 
Monday, December 23, 2019 

Special events – Movie & Ice Cream Social, Saturday, June 22; Leverett Harvest Festival 
participation, Saturday, October 5; Cynthia Barstow presentation to the Council (all invited) on 
marketing the church 

Property upkeep 

Church – Sign in front of the church repainted and restored (done by Stewart Olson); 
furnace blower issues repaired following high electric bills, bat remediation in the fall, 
along with removal of large wasp nest; re-routing of mic wires in the front of the sanctuary. 
Also, Thanksgiving outdoor decorations – pumpkins, flowers, cornstalks; Christmas 
greenery inside and out 

Dixon House – Clapboard siding replacement and painting; paint on shutters and doors to 
match church trim; insulation; new windows, all done by Steve Woodard 

Lakefront – Milfoil removed from shore 

Work Parties    May 11 general work party; September 21 Emerson Garden work part 

Facilities use by others 

Green River Zen group met twice weekly in the Dixon House through December 2019, then 
moved to a Deerfield site beginning January 2020. The group had met in the Dixon House 
for five years. 

Community Network for Children, part of Erving School Union 28, holds a weekly children’s 
Clothing Closet in the Dixon House most Thursdays, beginning services March 14, 2019. 
CNC also held children’s clothing swaps Saturdays, August 3 and October 19. Our church 
members provided refreshments and other support.  

Pulpit supply Jan 13 – Rev. Kay Loudon, June 9 – Rev. Liza Neal 

Missions – The Missions Committee set an ambitious pace with special collections or drives for 
Church World Service, Greenfield Family Inn Shelter, Community Network for Children, Meals 
for Lucio, CROP Hunger Walk, Adopt-A-Family of Franklin County, Thanksgiving gift cards, and 
various special collections through the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of 
Christ (MACUCC). 
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Personal Assistance (formerly known as Deacons Fund) - $500 to assist with a local housing 
transition; $500 to help with temporary maintenance needs; $1,000 to support a local family 
with unexpected medical issues; $1,000 to help a local family in which one parent was killed. 

Memorial services 
Debhra Brazeau died February 20, 2019. A memorial service was held March 16, 2019 with 
reception following. 
Donald Gibavic  died April 8, 2019.  A memorial service was held Saturday, May 18, 2019. 
Alice Lashway Adams, formerly of Leverett, died May 18, 2019 in Rhode Island. A memorial 
service was held July 13, 2019. 
Barbara Woodard Smolin, formerly of Leverett, died in Indiana July 27, 2019. A memorial 
service was held October 5, 2019. 
Julian Olf, husband of church member Patricia VandenBerg, died January 5, 2019 in Florida. 
A memorial service took place July 27, 2019, at the Fine Arts Center on the UMass Amherst 
campus, with Lee Barstow participating 

Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ (SNEUCC)  -- The 
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ (MACUCC) joined with fellow 
organizations from Connecticut and Rhode Island to form the Southern New England 
Conference, United Church of Christ. The Leverett Congregational Church has long been a 
member of MACUCC, and is now therefore a member of SNEUCC. Chief Delegate Rich Connelly 
represented us on related meetings, as well as those of MACUCC’s Hampshire Association. 

Preventing nuclear war – Following action at the 2019 Annual Meeting, the Leverett 
Congregational Church signed on as an endorser of Back From the Brink, the five steps of which 
are intended to prevent nuclear war. LCC’s endorsement can be found at 
https://www.preventnuclearwar.org/whos-on-board. 

Membership – Patricia VandenBerg withdrew her long-time membership, transferring to a 
church near her in Florida. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judith H. Ricker, 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

https://www.preventnuclearwar.org/whos-on-board
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Super Saturday, March 16, 2019, Minnechaug High School 
Attendance seemed slightly lower, but, by a show of hands, approximately 25% were attending for the first time. 
It is a testament to the quality of the workshops which addressed difficult challenges and were extraordinary. 

Observations and Thoughts on Immigration, Refugee, and Asylum Seekers on our Border: 
Rev. Margret Sawyer of the Pioneer Valley Workers Center and Rev. Vicki Kemper of The First Congregational 
Church of Amherst described the sanctuary of Lucio Perez. Rev. Sawyer noted that it is difficult for immigrants 
from Central America to seek asylum, because the U.S. often has supported their home government. She 
indicated that Mr. Perez was ready to be deported to Guatemala, but decided to seek sanctuary rather than be 
one of the many who comply. 

Rev. Kemper said that Pres. Trump’s ban on visits by foreign nationals from seven predominantly Muslim 
countries triggered a congregation discussion. Not being “political” was one of the topics discussed and they 
decided not to be a sanctuary. They later voted to accept Mr. Perez at an urgent, emergency meeting.  Rev. 
Kemper said a church cannot be a sanctuary without help. Their Congregation is very appreciative of MACUCC’s 
Sanctuary Fund, that the Town of Amherst welcomes immigrants, and of the many, many volunteers including the 
churches that provide meals for Lucio. 

The Impact of Systemic Racism on Congregations & Communities, T.J. Harper, Associate for Racial Justice: 
Mr. Harper has an engaging personality which elicits constructive discussion on challenging topics. He introduced 
many definitions to create a framework for discussion.  Racism is Racial Prejudice plus Power (political, social, 
etc.). There are two types of Racism: Individual and Systemic. Individual Racism is Personal Racism (how one 
thinks about other races) plus Interpersonal Racism (how one relates to other races).  

Systemic Racism can be described without the definitions as a system in which public policy, institutional practice, 
cultural values, and other norms work in various, reinforcing ways to perpetuate racial group hierarchy. It is not 
something that a few people or institutions choose to practice; rather it is a feature of social, economic, and 
political systems in which we all exist. The policies are held in place by mass silence which in turn is reinforced by 
cultural racism. 

Mr. Harper noted that we are conditioned by Systemic Racism, because there is no alternative. It will be difficult 
to change because much of the U.S. was built on exclusion. On the other hand, it breeds conformity or isolation 
and suppresses diversity of ideas and opinions. Correcting it requires everyone to start at home especially now 
that overt racism is on social media. Mr. Harper used quotes and paraphrases from many sources to support the 
discussion. 

Hampshire Association Meeting, April 28, 2019, First Congregational Church of Hatfield 
The reports and budget were approved unanimously with dues remaining at 2.00 per church member. They 
clarified that the legacy fund from the closing of Amherst Second Congregational Church can only spend its 
earnings on seminary expenses. They did “Periodic Vocational Support Interviews” including one with Lee Barstow 
whose license was renewed. A social “Hampshire Association Gathering” is scheduled in June at Southampton 
(the delegate attended – it was delightful). The “Extended Hands Fund” which supports modest, urgent one-time 
needs such as car repair could use additional donations. Special presentations followed the general meeting: 

Immigrant Welcoming and Transgender Asylum Seekers: 
Rev. Lisa Neal had been in Tijuana, Mexico where immigrants seeking asylum face great risk and uncertainty. In 
the U.S., immigrants are often detained in harsh housing including open cages under bridges. 
Youth Group: 
Rev. Christina Williams (Hadley) said that several pastors led youth plus others on trips to Pennsylvania and 
Puerto Rico. In the former, they painted rooms used for social services. In Puerto Rico they repaired houses under 
the guidance of UCC Disaster Relief. Youth continue to meet monthly. A similar “work and recreate” trip to 
Vermont is planned for the summer. 
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SNECUCC Annual Meeting, Nov. 1&2, 2019, DCU Center, Worcester 
It was the first meeting of the Southern New England Conference of the UCC (SNECUCC). Each conference (MA, CT, 
& RI) had brief meetings to legally enable the join. The new conference name was approved as was the budget. 
The officers were approved after discussions about the balance of rural and urban officers and the few officers 
from Central and Western Mass. After friendly amendments, the Foundational Justice Commitments were 
approved (see below). The votes were overwhelming. The delegate approved all.  

SNECUCC is asking congregations to use “Proportional Giving” (a percentage of income), but not requiring it. By 
discussion in our Council, Leverett Congregational will continue its established support method. Legally the 
historic Mass. Conference will continue in order to administer properties, etc. and its’ board will be the 
Massachusetts members of the SNECUCC Board. The staffing model is evolving amidst concern that there are too 
many temporary assignments, especially for the Mass. Regional Ministers. The balance of officers has varied; so, 
the delegate approved the slate but will monitor it. 

Leadership considers the SNECUCC something new; so, “Unbound”, meaning “unbind” ourselves from precedents, 
was the theme during services. The “Death of Lazarus” (John 11) where Jesus resurrected Lazarus four days after 
his the death was used as an example. There were very complementary video clips from leaders in other 
denominations who by their words and demeanors are envious of the UCC which can “unbind” itself by 
consensus. The music was multi-cultural and joyous. The large, culturally diverse audience included many young 
people who enthusiastically enjoyed the services. 

SNECUCC Foundational Justice Commitments: 
To be an Open and Affirming Conference; To be a Just Peace Conference; 
To be an Accessible to All Conference; To be an Immigrant Welcoming Conference; 
To work for climate justice and the restoration of God’s creation on which all life depends; 
To advocate for economic and restorative justice; 
To be a multi-cultural multi-racial church working to eradicate racism in all of its forms, both within the church and 
in the structures of our society and world; To advance immigrant justice and human rights for all people; 
To oppose all forms of sexism and violence against women, especially women of color 

“Local Church Stories” Workshop: 
The workshop preceded the SNECUCC meeting. The moderator, Rev. Pam McGrath of Longmeadow First, said: “It 
is hard to hate another if you know their story.”  There were four presentations followed by a discussion. 

Longmeadow First has partnered with the Town to address its biggest concern: “isolation of elderly”. Other faith 
groups, Meals on Wheels, and others joined the partnership. They raised funds, obtained grants, recruited 
volunteers, and now have a visiting system with poignant individual stories. 

A grandfather at East Congregational, Milton MA feared his new grandson may not have a habitable planet. He 
worked with Mass Interfaith Power and Light to have solar panels installed on the church roof. It now sells excess 
power. (Built in the ‘50s, the roof is an ideal site.) 

The Federated Church, Hyannis MA has a 42 year economic and personal connection with El Salvador dating from 
political turmoil. It has spanned generations with regular visits which are considered most important. Several 
other churches and the Salem State School of Social Work have joined the partnership. 

Two ministers (Edwards Framingham & Longmeadow) have partnered with Jews and Muslims to create a multi-
narrative tour of Israel/Palestine. (https://www.openspiritcenter.org/interfaith-multinarrative-tour) 

Discussion: Christ Congregational, Brocton MA sponsors the “World Voice Youth Choir” which is a community arts 
and choral program for grades 2-9. A New Haven congregation has partnered with “Gay Pride”. Another is 
resolving how to remain apolitical while allowing political use of its large meeting room. Others have held flu 
clinics, blood drives, and clothing drives.  

Respectfully submitted, Rich Connelly, Chief Delegate 

 

https://www.openspiritcenter.org/interfaith-multinarrative-tour
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EMERSON   GARDEN   2019 

 

Despite the variable extremely cold and rainy season, the Emerson garden 

wintered over well. Spring once again brought a profusion of colorful blooms.  

They were gorgeous from the first daffodils to the late blooming daylilies, daisies 

and Russian sage. 

The routine of applying pre-emergent fungal control for the peonies kept the 

plant greenery healthy and robust throughout the season. Having proven 

successful, the plan is to continue this preventative measure. Thanks again to 

Hadley Garden Center for the advice. 

During July, with the assistance of Leverett’s Ben Field, the area near the spring 

flowering trees was reduced in size. Without the large shade tree which had to be 

removed late last winter, the summer sun was unrelenting in that area. The chairs 

remain, but the mulched circle is much smaller. We will continue to monitor the 

surrounding area for grass seed need, but it is most likely that existing grasses will 

spread and fill in the newly exposed area. The trees were pruned after flowering. 

The lower segment of the apple blossom tree was heavily pruned to enhance 

shape and to provide access to the area beneath the tree for trimming. 

During the fall a plea was sent to the congregation for gardening assistance. Many 

of the now 15-year-old daylilies needed division and re-location. The response 

was tremendous and for four hours on a sunny September morning, a dozen of us 

dug, hacked, sawed, and transplanted divisions. Additionally, most of the iris were 

dug out, thinned and beds re-planted. The project produced an enormous 

number of extra plants and each of the day’s participants went home with 

additions for their own gardens. 

Plans for the 2020 season include re-edging and mulching the garden proper and 

the flowering tree areas. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Hankinson  
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MEMBERSHIP LIST 

First Congregational Church 
Leverett, Massachusetts 

December 31, 2019 
 
 

Barstow, Lee 
Bashour, Fred 
Burke, Brian   
Burke, Carolyn 

 
Connelly, Richard 
 
Field, Alice E. 
Field, Brian G.  
Field, John R. 
Field, Tracey 

 
Gere, Claudia 
Goodhind, Barbara 

 
Hankinson, Thomas 

 
Katz, Deborah 
Kealy, John 
Kealy, Sally  
Kosloski, Wendy 
Kruse, Jack 
Kruse, Marg 
Lassiter, Laurie 

Lewis, John 
 

Mathers, Karen 
Mathers, Michael 
Mohlar, Kim 
Moore, Trina   
Moruzzi, John  
Moruzzi, Kate  
Myers, Kimberly F.  

 
Paulin, Charles 
Paulin, Nancy H. 
René Pellissier 
Perkins, James 

 
Raboin, Mary 
Rice, Amy F. 
Rice, David 
Ricker, Harold S. 
Ricker, Judith H. 
Roys, Charles N. 
Roys, Sarah D. 

 
 

Spadola, Daniel  
Spadola, Dorothy 
Stone, Joanne K.  
Stowell, Jacqueline  
Stowell, Jeffrey 
Stowell, Joyce B. 
Sturtevant, Elsje 

 
Tikos, Doris B. 
Tikos, Laszlo M. 
Tiner, Barbara 
Tiner, Ralph 

 
 

Wilson, Elizabeth 
Woodard, Steven P.  

 
Zak, Rebecca 

 
 
 

Total:    52 
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OFFICERS – BOARDS – COMMITTEES                                                           

2019 
 
PASTOR …………………………………………………………...……………………………………………….Lee Barstow 

ELECTED OFFICERS 

  
APPOINTED OFFICERS 

Scribe ………………………………………………………………………………….. Barbara Tiner 
Music Director ………………………………………………………………………………….. Michèle Smith 
Publicist ………………………………………………………………………………….. Claudia Gere 

 
 
 

AD HOC COMMITTEES 
Newsletter:  Judy Ricker (editor)     Bulletin: Sarah Roys         Webmaster: Nancy Paulin 
Outreach Committee: Mary Hankinson     Emerson Memorial Garden:  Mary Hankinson 
Investment Subcommittee: Charlie Paulin, Rich Connelly, Judy Ricker, Ralph Tiner, Barbara Tiner                                                   

     

Moderator …………………………………………………………….. Ralph Tiner 2020 
Clerk …………………………………………………………….. Judith Ricker 2020 
Treasurer …………………………………………………………….. Barbara Tiner 2020 
Assistant Treasurer …………………………………………………………….. Judith Ricker 2020 
Auditor …………………………………………………………….. Tracey Field 2020 
Chief Delegate …………………………………………………………….. Richard Connelly 2020 
Historian …………………………………………………………….. Barbara Tiner 2020 

Church Council 
Tom Hankinson, CH 2021 
Fred Bashour, 2021 
Rich Connelly, 2022 
Tracey Field, 2022 
John Kealy, 2023 
Sally Kealy, 2023 
Steve Woodard, 2022 
 

Finance Committee 
Charles Paulin, CH 2020 
Rich Connelly, 2018 
Chuck Roys, 2022 
Ralph Tiner 
 

Flower Committee 
Kim Mohlar, 2020,CH 
Sally Kealy, 2021 
Elsje Sturtevant, 2022 
 
 

 
 

 

Missions Committee 
Claudia Gere, CH 2020 
Rich Connelly, 2022 
Mary Hankinson, 2020 

 
Music Committee 

Tracey Field, Co-CH 2020 
Tom Hankinson, 2021 
Kim Mohlar, Co-CH 2020 
Michèle Smith, ex officio 
 

Social Activities Committee 
Barbara Tiner, CH 2022 
Gladys Siqueira, 2021 
Elsje Sturtevant, 2020 
 

Youth Committee 
Carrie Burke, Co-CH 2018 

 
Nominating Committee 

Ralph Tiner, Moderator & 
Church Council & ex officio Lee 
Barstow, Pastor & Judy Ricker, 
Clerk 
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2019 Missions Committee Report 

The generosity and caring of the church community continues to support many programs 

bringing hope and help around the world and here in our local community.  

Church World Service Offerings 

This year the One Great Hour of Sharing offering has contributed to the Church World Service’s 

Southern Asia program. This region has been home to the largest number of the poor in the world. Of 

late, the region has become more susceptible to violent conflicts, terrorism, fundamentalism, bigotry, 

human rights’ violations, and caste-based violence. While one-third of funds raised by the Neighbors in 

Need offering support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM), this year special consideration 

has been given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities. We 

postponed the Christmas fund offering from December to January 2020.  

Greenfield Family Inn Shelter 

Our drive this year for the Greenfield Family Inn, was twofold, first gift certificates to CVS, and 

second, diapers. The gift cards give them flexibility to respond to unpredicted needs quickly as they 

support families in transition. The gift cards give those families whose lives are in turmoil a way to fill 

basic needs and feel a semblance of control. Diapers are one of the biggest weekly expenses for 

newborns. The bounty of diapers our congregation supplied has kept many a baby bottom dry. 

Community Network for Children (CNC)  

We continued our support of the Community Network for Children (CNC), which provides 

resources in many different ways to preschoolers and their families. 

The Closet. Located in the Dixon House (open Thursday mornings 8:30 to11:00 a.m.), The Closet 

houses clothing, diapers, and physical resources. In addition, the CNC does community outreach and 

helps connect those in need with the appropriate resources.  

Clothing Swap. During the year, they also hosted two clothing swaps on the church lawn. A 

gathering of many in our community who bring clothing that no longer fits their children (how fast they 

grow!) and swap for larger sizes. Our church provides refreshments and help with setup.  

Harvest Festival. This year for the Harvest Festival we sold old jewelry, ornaments, books, crafts, 

knitted items, and baked goods all donated by our parishioners. In addition to raising funds and 

awareness for the CNC (and the Leverett Congregational Church), we delighted in the joy that these 

items brought to the school children and their parents.  

Gift Cards for Thanksgiving. In November, we contributed to the Community Network for 

Children drive to buy the essentials for a Thanksgiving dinner for many local families in need.  
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Meals for Lucio 

We continue to serve with other local churches in support of Lucio Perez during his sanctuary 

from deportation. With Rich Connelly’s coordination, Rich Connelly, Mary Hankinson, Tom Hankinson 

Nancy Paulin, Jim Perkins, Judy Ricker, Elsje Sturtevant and Barbara Tiner provided meals for Lucio Perez 

in January, July, April, and December.  

CROP Hunger Walk 

Our church community generously supported Kim Molar for the annual CROP Hunger Walk of 

Franklin County. The contributions included a very generous one from Rich Brazeau in memory of Deb 

Brazeau who for many years led her Sunday school classes on these walks. In combination with the 

many other churches, small and large, CROP raised over $7,6000,000. The proceeds will help 

international projects to relieve hunger and provide safe drinking water for refugee camps, areas of 

drought and famine. In addition, 25 percent of the proceeds support the local Franklin County 

foodbanks. 

Adopt-A-Family of Franklin County 

This year we adopted two families through the Adopt-A-Family program to support those caught 

in need during unexpected life transitions and give them a Christmas to celebrate. Two beautifully 

wrapped presents each, one of need and one of joy, greeted the young children and adults on Christmas 

morning. In addition, they received boxes filled with good food, enough for many weeks of breakfasts, 

lunches, desserts, and other staples, as well as supermarket gift cards giving them peace of mind about 

putting food on the table for at least another month or two.  

Meals on Wheels 

Each year following the Candlelight Service, we accept donations for Meals on Wheels. This 

organization is another way we support those in need in our community. This year we raised $436 (a 

recent record). That amount will go a long way to provide meals to people who otherwise might not be 

able to remain in their homes. 

Charitable Contributions 

Following is the summary of our monetary charitable contributions this year. Yet as the report 

shows, this is but a small portion of our overall contributions which also included $900 in CVS gift cards 

for the Greenfield Family Inn, $174.00 from the Harvest Festival and $175 for Thanksgiving dinners for 

the Community Network for Children.  (continued) 
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MA UCC Benevolences $2,486 

MA UCC One Great Hour of Sharing $513 

CWS CROP Hunger Walk $855 

MA UCC Neighbors in Need $560 

FC HCC Meals on Wheels $436 

CNC gift card  and cash donations  $349 

Greenfield Family Inn Gift Card and Cash Donations   $900 

Total Benevolences & Spec. Appeals  $6,099.00 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

The Missions Committee 

 

Claudia Gere, Chair 

Richard Connelly 

Mary Hankinson 
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Report of the Nominating Committee – 2020  
 
 
Below is a table of the nominees and possible vacant positions for 2020. While most 
committees are filled, there may be a need for volunteers for some of the committees as noted.  
These positions will be filled through the nomination process at the annual meeting as 
necessary.  Many thanks to those who have finished their terms and to those who have agreed 
to serve in the coming years. 
 
 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Nominating Committee 
Ralph Tiner, Moderator  
Lee Barstow, Pastor (ex officio) 
Judy Ricker, Clerk (ex officio) 
                      

OFFICE NOMINEE (new) TERM 

Moderator Ralph Tiner 1 year to 2021 

Clerk Judy Ricker 1 year to 2021 

Treasurer Barbara Tiner 1 year to 2021 

Assistant Treasurer Judy Ricker    1 year to 2021 

Auditor Tracey Field  1 year to 2021 

Chief Delegate Richard Connelly  (agreed to continue as able) 2 years to 2022 

Church Council 
(up to 7 members) 
Incumbents may serve 
again following one 
year off Council 

No vacancies 
Currently serving: Fred Bashour and Tom Hankinson 
2021; Rich Connelly, Tracey Field and Steve Woodard 
2022; John Kealy and Sally Kealy 2023 

4 years  

Finance Committee 
(3 members) 

No vacancies  
Charlie Paulin 2023, Rich Connelly 2021, and Chuck 
Roys 2022 

3 years to 2023 
 

Flower Committee 
(up to 3 members) 

May need 1 volunteer 
Sally Kealy 2021, Tom Hankinson 2023, and possibly 
Kim Mohlar whose term ends 

3 years to 2023 

Music Committee May need volunteers 
Tom Hankinson 2021, Michelle Smith 2023, Tracey Field  
2023 (new term) and possibly Kim Mohlar whose term 
end  

3 year terms to 
2023 

Social Activities 
Committee 
(3 members) 

May need 1 volunteer unless Elsje continues    
Gladys Siqueira 2021, Barbara Tiner 2022, and possibly 
Elsje Sturtevant whose term ends  

3 years to 2023 

Missions Committee  
(up to 3 members) 

May need 1 volunteer unless Mary continues 
Rich Connelly 2022, Claudia Gere 2023, and possibly 
Mary Hankinson whose term ends  

3 years to 2023 

Scribe (keeps Memory 
Book) Appointed 
position 

Barbara Tiner  
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE REPORT -2019 

 

As is tradition, we hosted coffee hour once a month (most months) and helped with 

the Easter Sunrise service breakfast on April 21st and the Lakeside service on July 

28th.  We celebrated Father’s Day and honored our wonderful Choir on June 16th.   

On March 16th we helped with the memorial service for our dear Deb Brazeau. 

We appreciate all the help with setup and clean up and yummy goodies provided 

by our church family.  A special thanks to Gladys’ very creative and delicious 

desserts. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Tiner, Chair 

Elsje Sturtevant 

Gladys Siqueira 

 

Newsletter & Communications Report – 2019 

The Clarion was issued monthly except in August, edited by Judy Ricker and assisted in 

production by Sue Alward, Mary Raboin and Betty Wilson. Clarion circulation averages 

110 and is comprised of members, church family, church neighbors, visitors to our 

worship services, former pastors, key staff at the Massachusetts Conference of the 

United Church of Christ, community members and leaders, and far-off friends. Copies 

are also available at the back of the church and in the Dixon House which receives 

visitors coming to the new Clothing Closet of the Community Network for Children. 

Our weekly worship bulletin, produced by Sarah Roys with guidance and input from 

pastor Lee Barstow, also carries announcements and the prayer list. The church’s 

Facebook presence and church website (leverettcongregationalchurch.org) are 

maintained by Nancy Paulin which she sometimes manages from far away depending 

on her travels. Nancy redesigned the website in 2018 and is happy to receive your 

comments. Occasional emails and the telephone tree bring urgent messages when 

needed (e.g. worship is snowed out), usually prompted by Lee Barstow. Claudia Gere 

provides public information to local media about church events. 

Reproduction of the Clarion is now done by uploading to Collective Copies in Amherst 

rather than the former method of using the Dixon House copier. 

Many thanks to all who submitted reports for this Annual Report. You are our historians. 

Respectfully submitted, Judy Ricker, Clarion Editor 
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Community Outreach-Special Events Committee 2019 

 

  At our annual meeting in 2018 a new Community Outreach-Special Events Committee 

was formed. The purpose of this committee is to promote community engagement, support 

and outreach through fun events. 

 Our first event was held on a Saturday evening in May where we transformed the town 

hall into a movie theatre. All who attended enjoyed popcorn, Ice cream sundaes and 

refreshments. The feature film was “Mrs. Doubtfire.” 

In August and again in October we teamed up with Gillian Budine from the Community Network 

for Children to help promote the CNC's clothing swap program. We provided pretzels and 

refreshments as well as warm greetings for the young families who came to the clothing swaps. 

Tom Hankinson provided a much-needed sign for the front of the church that promoted the 

clothing swap. Friendly conversation and fun was had by all during the set up and breakdown 

process. 

We look forward to planning more   events such as potluck suppers, game nights, special music 

events, etc. and also continuing to help the CNC network with their clothing swap programs in 

2020. 

  

Respectfully submitted 

Tracey Field   

Tom Hankinson  

Mary Hankinson 

Lee Barstow 
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Music Committee Report - 2019 
 

We lost our senior tenor, Dick Hankinson, at the end of 2018.  He was such an anchor for our 

music program - an always enthusiastic participant who was in all ways inspiring and helpful.  I 

am sure the faithfulness and fellowship of the choir has helped us all in 2019. 

 

On January 6 we received a long-awaited visit from Balthazar, Caspar and Melchior.  They 

looked regal and they - Ralph Tiner, Tom Hankinson and Steve Woodard - sang so well.   

 

Throughout the year our major musical moments were, as always, Easter, the choir celebration in 

June and our Christmas service of Lessons and Carols.  Soloists, duets and small groups 

performed on various occasions - such as at the lakeside service in July.  I am so grateful to these 

as well as to a choir which usually sings two anthems every Sunday and has worked hard to 

provide such good music.  I’m most grateful to them for showing up week after week and 

cheerfully bearing with the director’s anxieties of the moment.  The choir has a lot of fun, too, 

and we have had spirited rehearsals and performances.   

 

I want to thank Lee and the music committee - Kim Mohlar, Tom Hankinson and Tracey Field - 

for their work and ideas, and especially our choir:  Sarah Roys, Alice Field, Tracey Field, Beth 

Raffeld, Kim Mohlar, Betty Wilson, Tom Hankinson, Steve Woodard, Charlie Paulin, Ralph 

Tiner and Jim Perkins.  I feel so lucky to be able to work with such people, and here’s to more 

good music! 

 

Michèle Smith 

Music Director 
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Auditor’s Report – 2019 

 

 

Intentionally blank 
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2019 Finance Committee Report 

Once again, let us thank all the committees and their members for their careful and prudent 

use of the church’s financial resources. This has been the practice for many years and it still 

continues. We budget conservatively for income and responsibly for expenses and we are 

confident that everyone remains careful.  

In preparing the Revenue side of the 2020 budget, we increased the Pledge budget by $3,000.  

Both 2018 and 2019 show increases that we think will continue.  The balance of the revenue 

needed to support the budget will be drawn from our investments and other smaller revenue 

sources.   

The Expense side of the budget reflects what we are willing to spend in support of salaries and 

programs. For 2020, the Church Council has budgeted a salary increase for the Music Director 

of 2.0 percent. The budget for our Pastor is based on employing a part-time Pastor for the year 

and also projects a 2.0 per cent increase. Several expense lines are adjusted this year to bring 

them closer to actual recent expenses. When the Market is as unpredictable as it now is, we 

feel the need to project expenses more closely.   

In 2019 the Church Council authorized several repairs to the Dixon house including replacing 

windows on the pond side of the house. It is anticipated that the Montague Road end of the 

Dixon House will be clapboarded in 2020.   

We note that the Green River Zen meetings have been moved to Montague and that we have 

welcomed the Erving School Union 28 Sponsored Community Network for Children project to 

store and distribute children’s clothing and supplies. These minor changes will affect heating 

expenses during the Winter months.     

The Congregation’s investments in the stock market had a very good year in 2019.  We lean 

heavily on our investment assets to support the budget. The Treasurer’s Report and the 

Investment Sub-Committee’s report will present the actual results. We note that repairs were 

paid with funds we took from investments when the value was near the highest point. We 

continue to be prudent in that we keep at least two to three years of budget support from 

investments in low risk investments. We acknowledge that the value of the investments is only 

real when we sell them.   

Respectfully, 

Charles Paulin, Richard Connelly, Ralph Tiner, Chuck Roys 
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Leverett Congregational Church 

Report of Investment Sub Committee 

December 31, 2019 

2019 has been a very good year for investments.  The market was significantly down at the end of 2018 

causing 2019 to look even better.  A further tailwind was the receipt, in May, of the John VanSteenberg 

gift.  The total gift was $91,124.00 . Some of the gift was retained by the Treasurer to use in support of 

operations. The greater share, $70,000, was earmarked for investment.  The effective result is the same 

as if all of the gift has been invested and then the $21,124.00 plus another $15,000 had been transferred 

from investments to operations in support of expenses.  

At the close of the Market on 12/31/2019 we had the following investments with Vanguard: 

      Money Mkt $   87,762.01 

      VFIAX    28,312.26 Vanguard 500 Index Fund Admiral Shares 

      VGT                 321,167.29 Vanguard Information Technology ETF 

       VTI                 238,849.20 Vanguard Total Stock Market ETF 

       CDs                  415,004.60 Certificates of Deposit 

     Total               $          1,091,095.36 

 

As of 12/31/2019 we had $ 20,673.96 invested with United Church Funds. 

For comparison purposes to the Dec. 31 valuations in 2018 and 2017, add back in $15,000.00 

transferred in 2019 and another $30,000 transferred in 2018 from investments to operations cash for 

current operational expenses.  Below we compare adjusted end of year balances for one- and two-year 

periods.  

2019 actual=$1,111,769.32, Adjusted for 2019=$1,126,769.32, Adjusted for 2019 & 2018=$1,156,769.32 

      Compare to                                               2018= $   843,522.55                                       2017=$   881,312.00 

            Increase                           One year                $   283,246.77           Two year                       $   275,457.32   

To calculate earnings in 2019 we subtract $843,522.55 from $1,126,769.32 and reduce the answer by 

the $70,000 VanSteenberg gift resulting in $213,246.77.  Due to the down market in December 2018, 

the valuation gain is all in 2019, there was a valuation loss in 2018.  

Strategies: 

During 2019, we adjusted emphasis and invested in VGT more than VTI as VGT has a faster growth 

curve.  Late in 2019, we adjusted further to more Cash and CDs to be in a more defensive posture.  

When political and trade issues shake out, we will re-engage as we think appropriate.   

Our overarching strategy is to approach investing as a long horizon exercise. We think that a 50-year or 

more timeline provides us with the ability to think long term. We are invested in a wide range of 

essentially domestic companies. We also have international exposures because many of the larger 

companies are multi-national. We invest with Vanguard Funds because it is low cost and investor 

owned.  

Charles Paulin, Chair,  

Ralph Tiner, Barbara Tiner, Judith Ricker, Richard Connelly 



28                 Leverett Congregational Church
Expense Budget FY2020

2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 Budget

Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Change

Ministerial Expenses

  Pastor 30,600 30,600 31,460 31,460 32,100 640            

Total 30,600 30,600 31,460 31,460 32,100 640            

Trustees' Expenses

  Custodial - Inside 1,750 0 1,750 0 1,750 -                 

  Custodial - Inside - Benefits 200 0 200 0 200 -                 

  Custodial - Outside 3,000 3,316 3,500 1,574 3,500 -                 

  Electricity - Church 1,000 1,201 1,200 1,417 1,450 250            

  Electricity - Dixon House 550 352 550 292 550 -                 

  Fuel Oil - Church 4,500 3,239 4,000 4,538 4,600 600            

  Propane - Dixon House 3,500 1,147 2,000 1,313 1,500 (500)           

  Insurance 7,200 6,380 6,500 6,651 6,500 -                 

  Maintenance 5,400 16,129 5,400 12,370 7,000 1,600         

  Ministerial Phone / Travel/ 1,000 240 250 240 250 -                 

  Other 1,000 100 500 0 500 -                 

  Capital Improvement 0 0 0 0 0 -                 

Total 29,100 32,104 25,850 28,395 27,800 1,950         

Deacons' Expenses

  Pulpit Supply 1,000 450 500 300 500 -                 

  Church Service Supplies 200 180 200 50 200 -                 

  Guest Speakers 450 0 250 0 250 -                 

  Deacons' Fund 5,000 1,000 4,000 3,275 4,000 -                 

  Ads for Church 350 353 375 404 400 25              

Total 7,000 1,983 5,325 4,029 5,350 25              

Music

  Music Director 12,875 13,609 13,235 13,235 13,500 265            

  Music Director - Benefits 1,000 1,041 1,100 0 1,100 -                 

  Special Services Music 0 0 0 0 0 -                 

  Guest Musicians 250 450 450 150 450 -                 

  Special Music 400 42 100 52 100 -                 

  Maintenance & Supplies 500 318 500 241 500 -                 

Total 15,025 15,460 15,385 13,678 15,650 265            

Treasurer's Expenses 500 968 750 157 750 -                 

Theological School Support 100 100 100 100 100 -                 

Christian Education Supplies 100 100 100 0 100 -                 

Delegate Expense 100 100 100 0 100 -                 

Flower Committee 100 100 100 155 200 100            

Total 900 1,368 1,150 412 1,250 100            

Social Activities Committee

  General 200 582 500 250 700 200            

  Coffee Purchases 700 1,183 1,200 1,201 1,200 -                 

  Special Events Expenses 200 200 200 0 200 -                 

Total 1,100 1,965 1,900 1,451 2,100 200            

Newsletter/Communications

  Office Supplies & Annual Report 300 710 300 794 1,500 1,200         

  Telephone & Internet 1,500 1,152 1,500 1,065 1,500 -                 

  Postage 600 90 600 193 600 -                 

Total 2,400 1,952 2,400 2,052 3,600 1,200         

Hampshire Assn MA Conf 1,200 1,183 1,500 1,140 1,500 -                 

Youth Expenses 250 0 250 0 250 -                 

Grand Total 87,575       86,615       85,220       82,617       89,600       4,380         
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FY2017FY2018 FY2018 FY2019 2019 2020 Budgeted

BudgetBudget Budget Actual Budget Changes

Pledges 22,000         25,705          25,000           29,899           28,000           3,000

Loose Collections 1,000           2,175            1,500             2,629             2,000             500

Church Use - Non-members 2,000           1,923            2,000             1,800             2,000             0

Gifts 100              1,000            100                91,674           550                450

Coffee Sales 700              1,573            1,500             1,605             1,550             50

Other Events 100              105               100                -                     100                0

Fred Wells Will 700              -                   700                1,047             700                0

Books, Papers, etc 25                21                 25                  48                  25                  0

26,625         32,502          30,925           128,702         34,925           4,000

Interest & Dividends Correct 2019 for VanSteenberg Effect on (91,124)

Investment support

Taken from Investments

  Total from Investments 60,950         54,113          54,295           45,039           54,675           380              

Total 87,575         86,615          85,220           82,617           89,600           4,380           

Percent financed by Investments 70% 62% 64% 55% 61%

1/30/2020
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Treasurer’s Report -2019 

 

 

It was a good year for donations. We were fortunate to be bequeathed $91,124 by 

John VanSteenberg. In addition, pledges and loose collections were up and there 

was a 50% increase in the amount received from Fred Wells’ will.   

 

Once again expenses for the year came in just barely under budget. The largest 

overage was for continued work on the Dixon House. Once again, we thank Steve 

Woodard for all his hard work. Electricity was over because of a problem with the 

blower fan. The problem has been corrected. Office Supplies & Copies was over 

budget because of a switched from copying the monthly newsletter inhouse to 

having it done by Collective Copies. Despite that line item overage, 

Newsletter/Communications expenses were under budget for the year. For the first 

time in a long time the Flower Committee went over budget.  I think we can all 

agree that the addition of flowers in front of the church was worth it. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara J. Tiner 

Treasurer 
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FY19 FY19

Budget Actual    %

Pledges $25,000.00 $29,899.00 120%

Loose Collections $1,500.00 $2,629.00 175%

Church Use - Non-members $2,000.00 $1,800.00 90%

Gifts $100.00 $91,124.00 91124%

Coffee Sales $1,500.00 $1,605.00 107%

Other Events $100.00 $0.00 0%

Fred Wells Will $700.00 $1,047.00 150%

Books, Papers, etc $25.00 $48.00 192%

$30,925.00 $128,152.00 414%

Interest & Dividends $11.76

Total Income $30,925.00 $128,163.76 414%

Needed from reserves

to balance budget $36,124.00

 

FY18 Actual Expenses $84,029.00

Benevolences & Special Appeals Received Remitted %

MACUCC Our Church's Wider Mission $2,486.00 $2,486.00 100.00        

Greenfield Family Inn $500.00 $500.00 100.00        

Christmas Fund (Veterans of Cross) $0.00 $0.00

Meals on Wheels $436.00 $436.00 100.00        

One Great Hour $513.00 $513.00 100.00        

Neighbors in Need $560.00 $560.00 100.00        

TOTAL $4,495.00 $4,495.00 100.00        

Special Funds Status 1/1/2019 ADDED SPENT BALANCE

Comm Ntwk for Children $318.00 $174.25 -              $492.25

Crafters $5,135.66 $0.00 -              $5,135.66

Piano Fund $500.00 $0.00 -              $500.00

Total Special Funds $5,953.66 $174.25 -              $6,127.91

Personal Assistance Funds:

  Deacons Reserve Fund $3,210.32 $0.00 $3,210.32

  Bradford Field Fund $4,755.85 $0.00 $4,755.85

Total Personal Assistance $7,966.17 $0.00 $7,966.17

Youth Group $971.00 $971.00

Misc Fund $2,000.00 $2,000.00

Memory Funds: . .

Past Funds $20,840.00 $20,840.00

Dick Hankinson $100.00 $1,375.00 $1,474.00

Deb Brazeau $0.00 $1,100.00 $1,100.00

Barbara Smolin $0.00 $100.00 $100.00

Memorial Hospitality Fund $3,294.00 $710.00 -$727.00 $3,277.00

Emerson Garden Fund $3,545.00 $3,545.00

Total Memory Funds $27,779.00 $3,285.00 -$727.00 $30,336.00

   Total Special Funds $44,669.83 $3,459.25 -$727.00 $47,401.08

1/30/2020
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FY2019 12/31/2019

Budget Actual  Change %

Ministerial Expenses

  Pastor $31,460.00 $31,460.00 $0.00 100.00%

Total $31,460.00 $31,460.00 $0.00 100.00%

Trustees' Expenses

  Custodial - Inside $1,750.00 $0.00 -$1,750.00 0.00%

  Custodial - Inside - Benefits $200.00 $0.00 -$200.00 0.00%

  Custodial - Outside $3,500.00 $1,574.00 -$1,926.00 44.97%

  Electricity - Church $1,200.00 $1,417.00 $217.00 118.08%

  Electricity - Dixon House $550.00 $292.00 -$258.00 53.09%

  Fuel Oil - Church $4,000.00 $4,538.00 $538.00 113.45%

  Propane - Dixon House $2,000.00 $1,313.00 -$687.00 65.65%

  Insurance $6,500.00 $6,651.00 $151.00 102.32%

  Maintenance $5,400.00 $12,370.00 $6,970.00 229.07%

  Ministerial Phone / Travel/ $250.00 $240.00 -$10.00 96.00%

  Other $500.00 $0.00 -$500.00 0.00%

Total $25,850.00 $28,395.00 $2,545.00 109.85%

Deacons' Expenses

  Pulpit Supply $500.00 $300.00 -$200.00 60.00%

  Church Service Supply $200.00 $50.00 -$150.00 25.00%

  Guest Speakers $250.00 $0.00 -$250.00 0.00%

  Deacons' Fund $4,000.00 $3,275.00 -$725.00 81.88%

  Ads for Church $375.00 $404.00 $29.00 107.73%

Total $5,325.00 $4,029.00 -$1,296.00 75.66%

Music

  Music Director $13,235.00 $13,235.00 $0.00 100.00%

  Music Director - Benefits $1,100.00 $1,412.00 $312.00 128.36%

  Guest Musicians $450.00 $150.00 -$300.00 33.33%

  Special Music $100.00 $52.00 -$48.00 52.00%

  Maintenance & Supplies $500.00 $241.00 -$259.00 48.20%

Total $15,385.00 $15,090.00 -$295.00 98.08%

Treasurer's Expenses $750.00 $157.00 -$593.00 20.93%

Theological School Support $100.00 $100.00 $0.00 100.00%

Christian Education Supplies $100.00 $0.00 -$100.00 0.00%

Delegate Expense $100.00 $0.00 -$100.00 0.00%

Flower Committee $100.00 $155.00 $55.00 155.00%

Total $1,150.00 $412.00 -$738.00 35.83%

Social Activities Committee

  General $500.00 $250.00 -$250.00 50.00%

  Coffee Purchases $1,200.00 $1,201.00 $1.00 100.08%

  Special Events Expenses $200.00 $0.00 -$200.00 0.00%

Total $1,900.00 $1,451.00 -$449.00 76.37%

Newsletter/Communications

  Office Supplies & Copying $300.00 $794.00 $494.00 264.67%

  Telephone & Internet $1,500.00 $1,065.00 -$435.00 71.00%

  Postage $600.00 $193.00 -$407.00 5.00%

Total $2,400.00 $2,052.00 -$348.00 85.50%

MACUCC/Hamp Assn Conf Dues $1,500.00 $1,140.00 -$360.00 76.00%

Youth Expenses $250.00 $0.00 -$250.00 0.00%

Grand Total $85,220.00 $84,029.00 -$1,191.00 98.60%
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